
Growing Insights: Urban Agriculture & Local Food 

Module 3 – Planning & Governance 

Additional Resources 

Edmonton’s agriculture and food strategy, background documents 

 City of Edmonton's Agricultural Inventory and Assessment Report from 2012 planning process.  

 Toma and Bouma: Developing a City-wide Food and Agriculture Strategy for the City of 
Edmonton (2010) 

 Toma and Bouma: Paper on commercial agriculture in an urban environment in N.E. Edmonton, 
Integrating Food Production in an Urban Environment (2010) 

Canadian Cities' Most Recent Work on Developing Urban Agriculture Policy: 

The Urban Farming Guidebook:Planning for the Business of Growing Food in BC's Towns and Cities 
(2013) 

North Saanich, Vancouver Island (just north of Victoria at Sidney), British Columbia has an award winning 
Whole Community Agricultural Strategy. 

 North Saanich, Vancouver Island, British Columbia: Agriculture and Local Food Planning 
documents  

 North Saanich's Agriculture Economic Development Strategy 

 North Saanich's award winning urban agriculture plan: Report on Whole Community Agricultural 
Strategy: http://www.northsaanich.ca/Assets/Reports+and+Publications/Planning/Whole+Commu
nity+Agricultural+Strategy.pdf  

 North Saanich Agriculture Home 
Page: http://www.northsaanich.ca/Municipal_Hall/Departments/Planning_and_Community_Servic
es/Planning/North_Saanich_Agriculture.htm 

City of Edmonton's Food and Urban Agriculture strategy, "fresh" approved in November 2012. 
The Edmonton Food Council was created in 2013 with meetings beginning in September. 

The City of Calgary and the Calgary Food Committee approved “Calgary Eats”, Calgary’s Food System 
Assessment and Action Plan in May 2012. 

City of Hamilton's report, May 2013 on Urban Agriculture, Planning, and Practice Hamilton is at the 
beginning stages of developing an urban agriculture strategy. 

City of Burnaby's Urban Agriculture policy and practices. Burnaby has 274 ha designated agricultural and 
of that 117 ha are in agricultural production. The number of hectares with agricultural production are 
expanding in Burnaby not disappearing. Most agricultural operations are vegetable and greenhouse 
operations. A cranberry farm is the largest farm (70 ha). 

City of Toronto's Urban Agriculture Action Plan (October 2012). Pgs 18-22 outline policy, education and 
bylaw changes needed promote urban agriculture in Toronto. Toronto's Urban Agriculture and Local Food 
initiatives: 

 Canada's largest food security organization, FoodShare Toronto  

http://landusekn.ca/resource/agricultural-inventory-and-assessment-report-city-edmonton-draft
http://cdn.harmonyapp.com/assets/4ecbe105dabe9d753b038636/city_wide_food_strategy_discussion_document_february_2010.pdf
http://cdn.harmonyapp.com/assets/4ecbe105dabe9d753b038636/city_wide_food_strategy_discussion_document_february_2010.pdf
http://cdn.harmonyapp.com/assets/4ecac501dabe9d5077008b67/discussion_document_on_ne_edmonton_lands_final_updated_jan_13_2010.pdf
http://www.cityfarmer.info/2013/01/17/urban-farming-guidebook/
http://www.northsaanich.ca/Municipal_Hall/Departments/Planning_and_Community_Services/Planning/North_Saanich_Agriculture.htm
http://www.northsaanich.ca/Municipal_Hall/Departments/Planning_and_Community_Services/Planning/North_Saanich_Agriculture.htm
http://www.communitycouncil.ca/pdf/2012_CSPC_North_Saanich_Agriculture_Economic_Development_Strategy.pdf
http://www.northsaanich.ca/Assets/Reports+and+Publications/Planning/Whole+Community+Agricultural+Strategy.pdf
http://www.northsaanich.ca/Assets/Reports+and+Publications/Planning/Whole+Community+Agricultural+Strategy.pdf
http://www.northsaanich.ca/Municipal_Hall/Departments/Planning_and_Community_Services/Planning/North_Saanich_Agriculture.htm
http://www.northsaanich.ca/Municipal_Hall/Departments/Planning_and_Community_Services/Planning/North_Saanich_Agriculture.htm
http://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/urban_planning_and_design/food-and-urban-agriculture.aspx
http://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/documents/Edmonton_Food_Council_members.pdf
http://www.yycfood.com/
http://www.calgary.ca/_layouts/cocis/DirectDownload.aspx?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.calgary.ca%2fCA%2fcmo%2fDocuments%2fCalgaryEATS!%2520FULL%2520Food%2520System%2520Assessment%2520%2520Action%2520Plan%2520for%2520Calgary%2520May2012.pdf&noredirect=1&sf=1
http://www.calgary.ca/_layouts/cocis/DirectDownload.aspx?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.calgary.ca%2fCA%2fcmo%2fDocuments%2fCalgaryEATS!%2520FULL%2520Food%2520System%2520Assessment%2520%2520Action%2520Plan%2520for%2520Calgary%2520May2012.pdf&noredirect=1&sf=1
http://www.hamilton.ca/NR/rdonlyres/1B336044-94CC-41CC-A14B-05D3B9C65C94/0/UrbanAgriculturePolicyPlanningAndPractice.pdf
http://www.burnaby.ca/City-Services/Planning/Environmental-Planning/Urban-Agriculture.html
http://tfpc.to/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/GrowTO_ActionPlan_Oct161.pdf
http://www.foodshare.net/about-us


 Toronto Urban Farm, a partnership of the City of Toronto and the Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority.  

 McVean Farm, New Farmers Project; a joint project of FarmStart and the Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority.  

 Near Urban Agriculture on Public Land, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority has three 
projects: 

1. Black Creek Farm 
2. Albion Hills Community Farm 

1. McVean Farm, New Farmers Project 

Cote Saint-Luc, Quebec, Urban Agriculture Initiative In April 2013, Cote Saint-Luc launched its urban 
agriculture plan, the first in Quebec. 

Kamloops, B.C., in in the process of developing an Agricultural Area Plan to update and define policies 
that will protect and promote local agriculture (product grown or raised within the boundaries of 
Kamloops). The draft plan was released in September 2012. Kamloops' background information on the 
process and timeline can be viewed at their Agriculture Area Plan page  

City of Vancouver's Food Strategy was approved in January, 2013 . To help urban developers include 
urban gardens in their developments, Vancouver has  Urban Agriculture Guidelines for the Private 
Realm (2009). 

USA Cities Most Recent Work on Developing Urban Agriculture Policies: 

 Baltimore is in the draft stages of developing a Urban Agriculture Policy. They also have Rules 
and Opportunities for Farming In Baltimore (2013) that covers zoning, permitting, animal 
husbandry and leasing city-owned land. 

 Minneapolis launched its Urban Agriculture Policy Plan in 2011. They currently have a Working 
Group tackling Land Access for Urban Agriculture (see reports on progress in 2013). Here is their 
list of Urban Farming Resources.  

Urban Agriculture Elsewhere: 

Canada's International Development Research Centre's articles and books: 

 Urban Agriculture: Growing food in our cities 

 Mougeot, Luc J.A., Agropolis: The Social, Political and Envionmental Dimensions of Urban 
Agriculture, 2005, IDRC 

 Mougeot, Luc J.A.; Growing Better Cities: Urban Agriculture for Sustainable Development, 2006, 
IDRC 

 Resources Centre on Urban Agriculture and Food Security 

 Brazil - Belo Hoirzonte article as well as a PDF presentation 

 

http://www.trca.on.ca/the-living-city/programs-of-the-living-city/near-urban-agriculture/toronto-urban-farm.dot
http://www.trca.on.ca/the-living-city/programs-of-the-living-city/near-urban-agriculture/farmstart-mcvean-new-farmers-project.dot
http://www.farmstart.ca/
http://trca.on.ca/the-living-city/programs-of-the-living-city/near-urban-agriculture/
http://everdale.org/blackcreek/
http://www.albionhillscommunityfarm.org/
http://trca.on.ca/the-living-city/programs-of-the-living-city/near-urban-agriculture/farmstart-mcvean-new-farmers-project.dot
http://www.cotesaintluc.org/files/u1/cslgrown/CSL%20Grown%20An%20Urban%20Agriculture%20Initiative%202013-04.pdf
http://www.kamloops.ca/environment/land-agricultureplan.shtml
http://www.kamloops.ca/environment/land-agricultureplan.shtml
http://www.cnv.org/attach/2011%2002%2007%20item%2016%20attach%2001.pdf
http://www.cnv.org/attach/2011%2002%2007%20item%2016%20attach%2001.pdf
http://www.baltimoresustainability.org/resources-category/urban-agriculture
http://www.baltimoresustainability.org/resources/farming-baltimore-city-rules-and-opportunities-2013
http://www.baltimoresustainability.org/resources/farming-baltimore-city-rules-and-opportunities-2013
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/cped/planning/plans/cped_urban_ag_plan
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/sustainability/homegrown/WCMS1P-115719
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/sustainability/homegrown/WCMS1P-115719
http://www.minneapolismn.gov/sustainability/homegrown/WCMS1P-098267
http://www.idrc.ca/EN/Resources/Publications/Pages/ArticleDetails.aspx?PublicationID=1068
http://www.idrc.ca/EN/Resources/Publications/Pages/IDRCBookDetails.aspx?PublicationID=187
http://www.idrc.ca/EN/Resources/Publications/Pages/IDRCBookDetails.aspx?PublicationID=187
http://www.idrc.ca/EN/Resources/Publications/Pages/IDRCBookDetails.aspx?PublicationID=327
http://www.ruaf.org/node/512
http://www.ruaf.org/node/990
http://resilient-cities.iclei.org/fileadmin/sites/resilient-cities/files/Resilient_Cities_2012/Digital_Congress_Proceedings/Duffles_presentation_ICLEI_webinar_20121018.pdf

